
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Farhad 4 
Khan, Andy Hooper, Esther (Thomas) Charlestin and Dan Brown. 5 
 6 
Staff Present: Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay  7 
 8 
Also Present: Interested parties  9 

 10 
1. Call to Order 11 

 12 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter 13 

 14 
2.  Approval of Agenda 15 

 16 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda. 17 
 18 
Changes to the agenda: 19 
 20 
Deleted:  Item 8, the approval of the Town’s consent to the Merger between Addison 21 
partnership and the Smith Partnership would be postponed to the April 26th meeting. 22 
 23 
Added: Item 3.g. on the Consent Agenda 24 
 25 
The motion carried with 7 in favor, and the agenda was approved as amended.  26 
MOTION PASSED.  27 
  28 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda 29 
 30 

Fuentes-George moved to approve the Consent Agenda, and Seeley seconded the 31 
motion. 32 

 33 
3.a. Approval of Minutes of the March 22, 2022 Regular Selectboard Meeting  34 
 35 
Khan had a correction to Line 511 of the Minutes under Board Member Concerns. He 36 
said it should say the Farmer’s Market will begin Thursday, May 19th. 37 
 38 
 39 
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 40 
  41 
3.c.  Approval of Middlebury College’s annual request for a “blanket approval” for 42 
serving alcohol at catered events at Middlebury College from 5/1/22 through 4/30/23. 43 
 44 
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3.d. Appointment of Delegate and Alternate(s) to the Maple Broadband Governing 45 
Board 46 
 47 
3.e. Town Manager’s Report 48 

• Project Kick Off Meeting for the Scoping Study of Middlebury Pedestrian 49 
Connectivity between Boardman Street and Hannaford Plaza 50 

• Court Square/Washington Street Project Update 51 

• Notice of Halladay Road Solar Project Application for Certificate of Public 52 
Good. 53 

3.f.  Approval of a Letter of Support to the Federal Highway Administration for funding 54 
for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Plan for Northwest Vermont 55 
 56 
Charlestin said she would be abstaining from the vote on the minutes. 57 
 58 
Fuentes-George pointed out that people should read about the connectivity project 59 
between Boardman Street and the Hannaford Plaza. 60 
 61 
Carpenter said under 3.d. Ross Conrad will continue as Delegate on the Maple 62 
Broadband Governing Board, with Hugh McLaughlin as the Alternate. 63 
 64 
Seeley moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as amended, and Khan seconded.  The 65 
motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 abstention.  MOTION PASSED. 66 

 67 
4.  Citizen Comments 68 

 69 
Kevin Parizo of Seymour Street spoke of the problems the residents have had with the 70 
open ditches that run along a good portion of the street.  He said the ditches are not 71 
functioning anymore and culverts running under the driveways are plugged and 72 
cracked, the headwalls are collapsing and the rocks in the ditches are no longer helping 73 
with the drainage, causing the ditches to overflow and cover the sidewalks.  He said 74 
he’d like to see this problem addressed soon since not much has been done since the 75 
2002 water project when these were installed.  He noted that Seeley had invited him to 76 
attend the April 14th meeting of the Infrastructure Committee to discuss this further and 77 
he said he would be there. 78 
 79 

5.  Nominations to Appointed Boards, Committees,  80 
Commissions & Official Positions 81 

 82 
Carpenter said traditionally all candidates applying for vacancies on the various boards 83 
and committees would be nominated at this meeting and be appointed at the April 26th 84 
meeting.  Hooper asked why they waited to appoint, and Ramsay said this is required 85 
for local positions that are required by State Statute, whereas some representatives to 86 
boards can be appointed directly. 87 
 88 
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Carpenter asked the candidates present if they’d like to say anything to the Board.  89 
Those applicants present were Dick Bemis, a retired chemical engineer, for 90 
Infrastructure Committee; Michael Reeves from Washington St. Extension, for the 91 
Development Review Board; and Michael Roy for the Energy Committee. 92 
 93 
Seeley moved to enter into nomination the names of all individuals who have expressed 94 
interest in appointment in 2022 to a vacancy on a Town board, commission, committee 95 
or local office. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 96 
PASSED. 97 

 98 
6. Appointment(s) to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s  99 

Technical Advisory Committee for the Middlebury Airport 100 
 101 
Carpenter said this was discussed at the March 22nd Selectboard Meeting, and the 102 
Middlebury Airport Neighborhood Association (MANA) has recommended two 103 
candidates for the Board’s consideration for appointment to VTrans Technical Advisory 104 
Committee (TAC).  He said there are two nominees for one position, Andy Sambrook 105 
and Eugene Roy, and while Roy has been working on this longer and has more 106 
historical knowledge, Sambrook has a lot of detailed knowledge.  He said his preference 107 
would be to have Roy be on the Committee with Sambrook as technical support to 108 
MANA. 109 
 110 
Eugene Roy said he knows all the history of what has happened at the airport over the 111 
40+ years he’s lived by it, but he doesn’t have the technical knowledge that Sambrook 112 
has.   113 
 114 
Khan asked if it was possible to have one as the delegate and the other an alternate, 115 
and Carpenter said no, there would only be the one position.  Carpenter said there is 116 
also the Planner position, and since Town Planner Jennifer Murray is busy, he has 117 
discussed with Nick Artim about filling this position.  Hooper asked if Artim would be 118 
able to attend the meetings, given his busy travel schedule.  Carpenter said he thought 119 
there would only be two more meetings. 120 
 121 
Khan moved to appoint Eugene Roy as the representative from the Middlebury Airport 122 
Neighborhood Association to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s Technical 123 
Advisory Committee for Middlebury Airport. Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion 124 
carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 125 
 126 
Resident Judy Wiger-Grohs asked if Sambrook would be able to attend the TAC 127 
meetings.  Carpenter said he believed the meetings were virtual, so Sambrook would be 128 
looking at the same information as Roy and would be advising, but it would be Roy that 129 
would be engaged in the conversation with the consultants. 130 
 131 
Carpenter said the other seat on the TAC is the Town’s seat, so he solicited thoughts on 132 
appointing Nick Artim to this position.   133 
 134 
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Fuentes-George moved to appoint Nick Artim as the representative for the Town of 135 
Middlebury to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s Technical Advisory Committee 136 
for Middlebury Airport.  Charlestin seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in 137 
favor.  MOTION PASSED. 138 
 139 

7. Approval of the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways and  140 
Town Road Standards 141 

 142 
Carpenter said in accordance with 19 VSA § 306(a) and § 307, in order to qualify for 143 
State Highway Aid the Town must certify annually that it meets or exceeds minimum 144 
required spending thresholds for maintenance of its roads ($300 per mile for each mile 145 
of Class 1, 2, and 3 highways).  He said Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner 146 
has completed the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways for the Board’s 147 
consideration and the FY23 maintenance expense is estimated at $3,738,423. 148 
 149 
Seeley moved to sign the Annual Financial Plan for Town of Middlebury Highways, 150 
certifying total estimated maintenance expense for FY23 of $3,738,423.  Hooper 151 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 152 
 153 

8. Approval of the Town’s consent to the merger between the Addison 154 
Partnership and the Smith Partnership with the Addison Partnership being the 155 

surviving partnership (if available) 156 
 157 

Postponed to the April 26th meeting. 158 
 159 

9. Consider electing to take the Standard Allowance approach for the Town’s 160 
ARPA award, as specified under the U.S. Treasury’s Coronavirus State & Local 161 

Fiscal Recovery Funds Final Rule 162 
 163 
Carpenter said this item is an opportunity for the Board to consider is invoking a new 164 
provision found in the Treasury Department’s Final Rule governing the use of 165 
Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) that offers local 166 
governments a simplified method for calculating revenue loss attributable to the 167 
pandemic. He said under the Final Rule, “replacement of lost public sector revenue” 168 
remains one of four eligible uses of SLFRF; however, since the issuance of Treasury’s 169 
Interim Final Rule last year, new language has been allowing recipients to elect one of 170 
two options for determining revenue loss: 171 

He said the two options are a standard allowance of up to $10 million in aggregate, not 172 
to exceed the total award amount during the life of the SLFRF program, or calculating 173 
the specific revenue loss each year using Treasury’s prescribed formula, which 174 
compares actual revenue to a counterfactual trend. He said SLFRF recipients that elect 175 
the Standard Allowance may use that amount – up to the value of their full award – for 176 
the provision of government services, with the benefit of streamlined reporting 177 
requirements.  He said Middlebury’s total SLFRF award is $2,624,570.51, and for the 178 
purpose of using the Standard Allowance, the Treasury presumes that revenue loss is 179 
attributable to the pandemic.  He noted that both the Treasury and the Vermont League 180 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/23%20-%20April%2012%20SB%20Packet/07%20-%202023%20FY%20Annual%20Financial%20Plan%20for%20Town%20Highways%20and%20Town%20Road%20Standards.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/23%20-%20April%2012%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%20VLCT%20ARPA%20FAQ%20-%20Treasury%20Formula%20for%20Calculating%20Revenue%20Loss.pdf
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOGY1YWUyZDgtYmMyNS00MWY4LThhMGYtMmJlMmM4YWRkMDdlIiwidCI6IjIwYjQ5MzNiLWJhYWQtNDMzYy05YzAyLTcwZWRjYzc1NTljNiJ9
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of Cities and Towns support the use of the Standard Allowance since it significantly 181 
simplifies the SLFRF reporting and compliance for smaller municipalities. He said this 182 
requires a one-time, irrevocable election to use either the revenue loss formula or the 183 
standard allowance no later than April 30th. 184 

Carpenter said this is really good for the Town of Middlebury, especially as it will reduce 185 
the amount of staff time involved. 186 
 187 
Hooper said he wondered if we’d looked at the revenue loss formula to see how that 188 
compares to the standard allowance.  Ramsay said we reduced our expenses that 189 
pretty much matched the reduced revenues, so using the revenue loss formula would 190 
not net a better result for us.  191 
 192 
Seeley asked for clarification that even though if we go with the Standard Allowance, 193 
that doesn’t mean that the Town’s full SLFRF award has to be used for revenue 194 
replacement, and Ramsay said that was correct.  Carpenter said it just allows us to use 195 
the funds for the projects we would use our revenues on.  Reading from the federal 196 
guidelines, Ramsay said that government services spending covers such things as 197 
roads and infrastructure, health and other services, environmental remediation, and 198 
public safety. 199 
 200 
Hooper moved that the Town of Middlebury make the one-time irrevocable decision to 201 
elect the “Standard Allowance” approach for our ARPA award in the amount of 202 
$2,624,570.51, to spend on the provision of government services throughout the period 203 
of performance of the grant.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried 204 
with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 205 
 206 
Hooper moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen to sign the Assurances of 207 
Compliance with Civil Rights Requirements.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion 208 
carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 209 
 210 
Hooper further move to authorize Town Manager Kathleen to sign the Coronavirus 211 
Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Award Terms and Conditions.  Seeley seconded the 212 
motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 213 
 214 

10. Selectboard Member Appointments to  215 
Subcommittee & Board Representative Appointments 216 

 217 
Carpenter said this was discussed some at the March 22nd meeting.   218 
 219 
There was discussion about the current committee assignments, and it was decided 220 
they will all stay the same with the exception of Public Health & Safety, where Andy 221 
Hooper will replace Dan Brown, and Dan Brown will become the alternate. 222 
 223 
 224 
 225 
 226 
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11. Planning for and Scheduling of the Board’s Annual Retreat(s) 227 
 228 
There was discussion regarding the scheduling of the annual retreat for April 19th from 229 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Carpenter said the meeting would be a time to review the 230 
projects that are coming up, but he didn’t see there being a lot of decisions on 231 
prioritizing like they did last year. 232 

 233 
12. New England Quality Services, Inc., Request for  234 

Renewal of Salvage Yard Permit 235 
 236 

Carpenter said on behalf of New England Quality Services, Inc, owner of the salvage 237 
yard located at 4079 Route 7 in Middlebury, Patrick Griffin, Project Manager with 238 
Enman Kesselring Consulting Engineers, is asking the Selectboard to approve the 239 
company’s Application for a Certificate of Approved Location, as required by the State 240 
of Vermont every five years.  He said local municipal re-approval of the yard’s location 241 
is required as part of that process. 242 

Seeley moved to sign the Application for Certificate Approved Location, re-approving 243 
the location of the salvage yard operated by New England Quality Services, Inc. at 4079 244 
Route 7 for a term of five years.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 245 
in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 246 

 247 
13. Approval of Purchase Order for Upfitting New Police Cruiser 248 

 249 
Carpenter said Police Chief Tom Hanley is requesting that the Selectboard approve a 250 
purchase order to Yipes Auto & Graphics  of Williston, under the Sole-Source 251 
Purchases provision of the Purchasing Policy, for the upfit of the Police Department’s 252 
new 2022 Ford Police Interceptor Utility Hybrid, at a total cost of $14,443.16.   253 
 254 

Khan moved to award a contract for upfitting the new 2022 Ford Police Interceptor 255 
Utility Hybrid to Yipes Auto & Graphics, under the Sole-Source Purchases provision of 256 
the Purchasing Policy, at a total cost of $14,443.16.  Fuentes-George seconded the 257 
motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 258 

 259 
14. Approval of Check Warrants 260 

 261 
Khan moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $1,104,842.87, consisting 262 
of $889,019.24 for accounts payable, and $215,823.63 for payroll, for the period March 263 
23, 2022 through April 12, 2022.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 264 
7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 265 
 266 

15. Board Member Concerns 267 
 268 

Brown said he is enjoying a wonderful vacation in Jerusalem during a holy week for 269 
three religions.  They’ll return on April 23rd. 270 
 271 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/23%20-%20April%2012%20SB%20Packet/12%20-%20Certificate%20of%20Approval%20for%20Location%20of%20a%20Salvage%20Yard.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/23%20-%20April%2012%20SB%20Packet/13%20-%20Approval%20of%20Purchase%20Order%20for%20Upfitting%20New%20Cruiser.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/23%20-%20April%2012%20SB%20Packet/13%20-%20Approval%20of%20Purchase%20Order%20for%20Upfitting%20New%20Cruiser.pdf
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Charlestin informed the Board that she is now going by her maiden name and will not 272 
be using Thomas as her last name anymore.  She said she’s very happy to be staying 273 
on the Infrastructure Committee and is ready to be engaged and involved. 274 
 275 
Seeley commented on the delivery trucks that park in the roundabout and how they’re 276 
causing difficulty for other drivers with trailers trying to maneuver through the area.  277 
Ramsay said she’d mention it to Chief Hanley. 278 
 279 
Khan wished everyone Happy Easter and Ramadan.   280 
 281 
Fuentes-George mentioned Green Up Day is coming up May 7th, and bags are available 282 
around town.   283 
 284 
Carpenter said he is excited that Middlebury College has stepped forward and is trying 285 
to help the community with the housing situation.  He said he realizes they have a 286 
vested interest in needing housing for staff, but they’ve always tried to help when there 287 
is a need.  288 
 289 

13.A  Amendment to Item 13. 290 
 291 

Town Manager Ramsay said she had just received an email from Police Chief Hanley 292 
saying that, since preparing the purchase order for Yipes Stripes to outfit the police 293 
cruiser approved under Item 13 earlier in this meeting, the price has increased by 6% to 294 
$15,328.95. 295 
 296 
Khan amended his earlier motion to award the contract for upfitting the new 2022 Ford 297 
Police Interceptor Utility Hybrid to Yipes Auto & Graphics, under the Sole-Source 298 
Purchases provision of the Purchasing Policy, at a total cost of $15,328.95.  Fuentes-299 
George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 300 
 301 

16. Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts – If Needed 302 
 303 
There was no Executive Session. 304 
 305 

16.  Adjournment 306 
 307 

The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 308 
 309 
The next regular meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be Tuesday, April 26, 2022 310 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Offices. 311 
 312 
Respectfully submitted, 313 
Beth Dow 314 


